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Dom Pedro was King, and his only child was a daughter. Portugal
In order to win support for her, Dom Pedro offered to grant
a constitution and to abdicate if the people would accept her.
He was opposed by his brother, Dom Miguel, an absolutist,
who was backed by the reactionary rulers of Spain. Can-
ning declared that any ruler could grant a constitution, and
the constitutionalists appealed to Britain for help. This she
was bound by treaty to give, and thus Canning sent a fleet
and troops to Lisbon. The Spaniards were obliged to leave
the country, Miguel was defeated, and the young Queen
ascended the throne and granted a constitution (1827).

Growing bolder, Canning decided to champion liberty in The
Europe itself.   The Greeks, long held down by the Turks, Greeks
rose to fight their War of Independence.   Lord Byron was
the most famous Englishman to volunteer to fight, and his
death at Missolonghi roused passionate enthusiasm for the
Greeks.   But volunteers were not enough.  At first Canning
hesitated.    Like so many statesmen, he dreaded lest the
emancipation of the Balkans from the Turks would only
give Russia the chance to step in.   England feared Russia,
and dreaded her arrival in the Mediterranean.   But when
it looked as if the Greeks must be overwhelmed, Canning
decided to act. He joined with Russia and France, and sent
the British fleet out to the Greek coast.    There, at the
modern Navarino (the scene in classical times of the more The
famous battle of Pylos), a chance shot started an engage- Navarino
ment, fought just after Canning's death. The entire Egypto-
Turkish fleet was destroyed and Greece soon won her free-
dom (1827).

So it may be claimed that Canning worked to secure
liberty for other countries. Whether he would have gone
on to carry his liberal ideas into home politics, one cannot
tell. In 1827 Lord Liverpool had a stroke, and George IV
offered the premiership to Canning. He accepted it, but,
before four months had passed, he too was dead.

Canning's untimely death led to a strange development.